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In December 2015 the philatelic press, including our own journal, devoted quite a lot of space to the
shortcomings of Australia Post. For a change here is some good news, although it is nearly forty years
old.

The overseas express delivery cover shown below is postmarked 1 November 1976 from Sydney, and
back-stamped Huntington Beach, California, the following day. There is only one day’s difference? Surely
there’s been a mistake.

The Sydney GPO date stamp was applied at 8am on 1
st

November, and the Huntington Beach back-
stamp was applied at 3pm on 2

nd
November. The time between these events was –

8am Sydney to 3pm California 31 hours
Time zone difference 18 hours

__________
49 hours

or 2 days and 1 hour.

That seems plausible with trans-Pacific jet aviation. Just think, overseas airmail and express delivery for
$1.30 in a shade more than two days in 1976. Nowadays we can get delivery between Australian capital
cities in up to four business days for $1, or priority delivery in two business days for $1.50. It just goes to
show there is such as thing as the good old days.

P.S. On the day I wrote this I received an airmail letter from USA. Transmission from posting to receipt
took 13 days.

From the President


