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This parcel of Cigarettes 

Alas-  been presented by 

Many World War 2 servicemen came home with a smoking habit, not least because they got first 
priority for the allocation of tobacco. My father said that smoking was one way to ward off boredom, 
and there could be 
plenty of that. Even so, 
it seems that there was 
an Over-Seas League 
Tobacco Fund through 
which cigarettes were 
mailed abroad. In 1945 
the Sandhurst Club at 
Bendigo shouted some 
R.A.F. personnel in 
India a parcel of 
cigarettes: And sent 
with it a presentation 
card with space on the 
back for a thank-you 
acknowledgement. The 
back and front of the 
card [actual size] are 
shown to the right and 
below. 

The parcel was sent 
about mid-1945, so 
perhaps it was a 
mid-year Christmas 
present. I do not, of 
course, suggest that 
anyone now make a 
gift of cigarettes mid 
year or any other 
time, but it reminds 
me to convey to APS 
members my best 
wishes for Christmas 
and 2018. 

Please write your message to the Donor below :- 
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Before Christmas there is 
shopping to be done! If last 
minute shopping is necessary 
there are always 24-hour 
stores. In past times opening 
hours were less flexible, and 
there seems to have been a 
push by the 'Shoppies' union 
to end Saturday morning 
shopping, The 1964 cover 
shown below is inscribed in 
the top left corner with some 
Australian whimsy, neatly 
combined with industrial 
advocacy. How times have 
changed. 

HAVE YOUR SHOPPING DO 

BY FRIDAY 

Mr. R. C. Thomas, 

256, Michelson Street, 

ECNDIGO. 

If not claimed within 7 days, 
Please return to Box 27, Trades Hall, 

Melbourne, C.1. 
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