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From the President
A few weeks ago I found a Gibbons Part 2 stamp catalogue, 1908, at the Camberwell open-air
market. In 1908 Part 2 was for all foreign countries – Europe, Asia, the Americas, and their
colonies. There were 630 pages, each 12.5cm x 18cm, and the illustrations were full size. Over
half the world’s stamps were fitted in not much over a pocket book, 3cm thick.
These days there are over 4500 pages, A4 size, for the entire world, and that’s Gibbons’
simplified version. Council libraries outlay hundreds of dollars annually for a set of Gibbons
catalogues, which now mostly list coloured stickers issued in their hundreds by greedy postal
administrations. Australia is a prime example, but Australia Post has been told ad nauseum by
now. Does anyone collect the stuff, you may wonder. Does any dealer hold comprehensive
stocks?
The surprising thing is that the stickers have occasionally done actual postal service. Probably
one of the biggest challenges in modern postal history would be to assemble a complete
collection of all stamps issued in Australia in any one year since 2000, authentically used on
commercial cover or parcel wrappers. (I won’t propose the further task of including the extra
emissions found only in the annual albums put out by Australia Post.) The challenge seems too
hard, and we should probably lower our ambitions.
Lowered ambitions possibly mean looking backwards, although not necessarily as far back as
the death of Queen Victoria. A somewhat neglected period is the immediate postwar years,
particularly in international airmail. Some exotic material came into Australia from war affected
countries, as families restored connections or stayed in touch with “new Australians”.
When Germany surrendered in May 1945 it still held a large part of Czechoslovakia.
Nevertheless, airmail from Czechoslovakia to overseas was restored within at least six months
– see the cover below. Germany was a different case. It was divided into four allied sectors in
the west, and lost possibly 6 million of its population from malnutrition and disease between the
surrender and the end of 1945 (estimate by Protestant Agency for Social Welfare, Berlin, 1946).
There was also a raging postwar black market, which was only defeated by bold currency
reform in June 1948. The occupying powers could fly mail out of Germany, but a civilian service
did not start until October 1948. Retribution went on and on.
The plain looking German airmail cover shown below is the earliest date I have found,
postmarked 23 October 1948. It was sent from Solingen in “Britische Zone Germany”. A
previous owner pencilled “first airmail since war” on the back, and that seems to be correct. The
cover is an ephemeral footnote to the twentieth century’s most cataclysmic event.
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More to Pay
Harold Sheath
In the beginning for postal purposes, Australia was New South Wales; any person receiving
a letter had to pay all the postage before they could be given the mail. Many letters were
taken from the Post Office to the recipients by contract carriers.
Later, when postage stamps were introduced, the Post Office found many reasons to add a
fee, called Postage Due, which had to be paid by the addressees, before they could receive
their mail.
As a well known scientist used to say, “Why is it so?” The why is it so of Australian Postal
History being so many and diverse, the easiest way to introduce the subject is to illustrate
the various periods with some examples.
Up to 1850, all postage was paid by the recipient or addressee.

9 January 1849 – Hobart Town (Van Dieman’s Land) to Geelong (Port Phillip District)
Postage: Ship’s letter, single, intra-Colonial (1821 – 1851)
3d
Single letter, Inland, not over 15 miles (1835 – 1851)
4d
Paid by receiver, see m/s 7, a total of
7d
From the NSW Postal Acts, this ship letter rate only applied to Van Diemen’s Land. Normal
overseas ship letter rate was 8d.
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During the Colonial Period (1850 – 1902), each Colony had its own, but similar, Postal
Administration and Postal acts. Postage Due stamps were issued by NSW (1879), and
Victoria (1890): Double Deficiency for unpaid postage was introduced.

2 January 1891 – Sydney, redirected to Gunnedah (NSW)
Postage: Town letter (within City of Sydney) per ½ oz (1850 – 1911)
Inland rate ( per ½ oz) (1868 – 1911)
Postage due (Gunnedah being outside Town letter area) (2-1) x 2 =

1d
2d
2d

The Commonwealth Period (1902 – 1963) saw the use of Commonwealth postage due
stamps. Also airmail was introduced in 1929
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7 April 1904 Adelaide
Front (previous page) & reverse (left)
from the great era of the postcard. In
1902 the Post Office issued special
regulations controlling the use of
postcards.
This card was declared contrary to the
regulations in that the reverse had a
small envelope, which contained a card,
on which the sender had written a note.
This was thus deemed to be a letter.
Postage - postcard within Australia
(1891-1918)
1d
- letter in Australia per ½ oz
(1852-1911)
2d
- postage due (1d x 2)
2d

26 July 1930 - airmail letter from Brisbane to Melbourne.
Postage: letter within Australia per 1 oz (1923 - August 1930)
Airmail fee in addition per ½ oz (1929 - 1959)
Additional airmail fee (½ oz > wt ≤ 1 oz) (Marked T6d)

1½d
3d
6d

This letter was found to weigh more than the ½ oz paid for but less than 1 oz. As such an
additional airmail fee was payable, but at the postage due rate.
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The use of postage due stamps was discontinued on 31 January 1963, and was replaced
the next day by the use of ordinary postage stamps.
1 February 1963 Ringwood (Vic)
insufficient postage.
A letter posted on the first
day of issue for ordinary
stamps for this purpose.
Postage: letter within
Australia (per 1 oz) (1959 1966)
5d
Postage paid by stamps on
envelope
4½d
Postage due payable (= ½d x
2) using postage stamp
1d

On 1 September 1978, the use of postage stamps for postage due purposes was replaced
by a 3 card system, and the double deficiency penalty by a service fee. The total penalty
was the amount of unpaid postage plus the service fee. The service fee has been increased
periodically, not always at the same time as there was an increase in the postage rate. The
number of postage due articles now available is rapidly declining - the end of an era!

Note.
While postal mail for the
blind is free, this
concession did not
apply to mail for the
Guide Dogs for the
Blind Association

14 October 1986 - Darwin to Adelaide
Postage : letter within Australia - standard - (Aug 1986 - Jul 1987)
Service fee (1986 - 1989)
Postage due (sum of the two as shown below circled T)
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36c
45c
81c

Hand-held Datestamps and Help from Gazetteers
By John Young
Part 2
In the previous issue of the journal I wrote an article about Beveridge, Victoria, to show how
gazetteers and travel guides can give information about small places with post offices.
Elsewhere in this issue of the journal I’ve written about another place, Tintaldra in Victoria.
Tintaldra has a history involving a very old general store, a post office and a Murray River
customs house.
This concluding article is a general one concerning all Australian states. It is mostly
biographical, listing useful references for research purposes.
NSW
There is a host of early, obscure gazetteers and almanacs for towns and regions, but the first
general reference work is Bailliere’s New South Wales Gazetteer and Road Guide, 1866. It has
detailed descriptions of towns and villages.
Sand’s Sydney, Suburban and Country Directory ran from 1858 to 1938. Its later editions have
detailed treatment of rural places.
Qld
Pugh’s Queensland Almanac and Directory (title varied)
ran from 1862 to 1949. Its contents are more detailed in
later editions, like the Sands (and McDougall) directories
for NSW, SA and Vic. There was also a Bailliere’s guide
for Queensland published in 1876. Yates and Jones
Roads
of
Queensland,
1913,
is
amazingly
comprehensive and can be found in some state and
university libraries.
In 2002 Colin Hooper wrote Angor to Zilmanton: Stories
of Queensland’s deserted towns, mainly mining places. In
2009 the Queensland Places website was published. It
has over 1100 entries and 500,000 words.
Tas
Walsh’s Tasmanian Almanac (title varied) was published
annually from 1870 to 1980, and there was a Bailliere’s
guide in 1877.
WA
There’s little or nothing of the nineteenth or twentieth
centuries concerning only WA, but in 2003 Ian Murray
and Brian Goodchild published Araluen to Zanthus.
However, see under “All States” below.
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SA
Sands and McDougall’s South Australian Directory ran from 1863 to 1936. Geoffrey H Manning
published a meticulous Manning’s Place Names of South Australia in 2006. There was a
Bailliere’s guide in 1866.
Vic
Les Blake wrote Place Names of Victoria in 1977, but
unfortunately he made-up, guessed or copied from incorrect
sources in a few instances (eg. Mouth Eliza was not named
after Eliza Batman, but after Eliza Hobson, just as Mount
Martha was named after Martha Lonsdale. They
accompanied their husbands when Governor Bourke sailed
up Port Phillip Bay in 1836). For completeness sake, the
references for Victoria mentioned in the previous journal
were –
Bailliere’s Victorian Gazetteer and Road Guide (1870)
Arnall and Jackson’s Victorian Municipal Directory (title
varied) 1879-1994
Blair’s travel guide to Victoria (title varied), 1983-1994
Angus Watson, Lost and Almost Forgotten towns of Victoria,
2003
All States
The Australian Handbook, annual, 1870-1905, the best source for its period.
Australian Blue Book, 1949, describes municipal cities, towns and shires.
Commonwealth of Australia Post Office Guide, 1936-72. This is found in a few state
libraries, as are nineteenth century postal guides for some of the states.
Modern descriptive gazetteers include – Richard and Barbara Appleton, The Cambridge
Dictionary of Australian Places, 1993 and Readers Digest Illustrated Guide to Australian
Places, Sydney, second edition 2003.
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Captain John Borrie N.Z.M.C
By Tony Lyon
I acquired this Postcard one time while travelling the South Island of New Zealand. We had
stayed overnight in Dunedin and I took the opportunity to visit the Dunedin Stamp Shop
there. As soon as I discovered it in
the dealer’s box I knew I had to
have it.
It shows a picture of Ronco Sopra
Ascona in the spring time
overlooking Lake Maggiore.
Ronco s/Ascona extends from
Porto Ronco at about 200 metres to
the height of 1300 metres in the
mountains.
The
picturesque,
quaint-looking
looking centre rests on a
prominence
ce in the mountain side at
a height of 350 metres. Three main
horizontal roads connect the
tortuous, vertical paths. Ronco has
always been an artists’ village;
Antonio Ciseri painted the altar picture in S. Martino church in 1870 where 15th
15th-century
frescoes
s depicting the four seasons can be admired. The German writer Remarque chose
the shores of Porto Ronco as his favourite residence. The hill between Ronco and Monte
Verità above Ascona, linked by one of the most spectacular footpath, is the site of numerou
numerous
luxury villas. Here, especially on clear winter and spring days, you can discover all the charm
of the South: mimosas and agave grove between the walls and the view over the lake is of a
rare beauty. The most delightful time to arrive is in the evening. The road passes by Ascona
and winds its way up the incline, going higher and higher until we can see a broad panorama
of Lake Maggiore with thousands of lights from villages and houses. You can readily see that
it is a different world up here, whatever the time of day or the season. Ronco was originally
an isolated little peasant village up on the mountainside. The peacefulness of this location
enthrals everybody from the very first day.1

The Postcard was posted at
Orselina,, Switzerland 14 April 1944
and addressed to Captain John
Borrie N.Z.M.C in Stalag 344
Germany.

1

(http://www.welcometoswitzerland.net/RegTicino/Ronco/index.uk.html
http://www.welcometoswitzerland.net/RegTicino/Ronco/index.uk.html)
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Orselina

Ronco s/Ascona

Lieutenant (later Captain) John Borrie was the medical officer of 1 New Zealand General
Hospital (1NZGH) from February – April 1941.
1. He was captured near Megara whilst trying to
reach Corinth with the wounded on April 26 1941. He
He along with other prisoners ‘were taken
to Corinth the next day...[where
where] through the courageous efforts of the Greek Red Cross
personnel, Miss Ariadne Massautti
Mas
in particular, they established a hospital in the Ionian
Palace Hotel’2(McClymont: 409-412).
409
At this hospital he was appointed the Adjutant. It
seemed that Miss Massautti was a force not to be meddled
meddle d with, as John Borrie relates.
They were being driven around in an ambulance which stopped outside a German hospital
hospital.
Borrie asked Dr Bauer of the German Paratroops whether they were there yet.
Bauer replied, ’No’...’But I must find the “little old lady” again.’ We drove to other
hospitals, then back to the first. Out of the crowd ...a tiny, bent, grey-haired
grey haired woman
fought her way to Bauer...It was plain she was ready to take control of the situa
situation. ‘You
don’t know where to go? Come with me to the Ionian Palace Hotel. You Germans want
everything, but you’re not getting that! I went there this morning and commandeered it
as a British prisoner-of-war
war hospital in the name of the Greek Red Cross Society
Society.’ She
was triumphant. ‘take us there now, Dr Bauer,’ she commanded, ‘And we’ll have the
3
patients in before nightfall’ (Borrie: 14).

Of Dr Bauer, Borrie said, he was ‘one of the best Germans I was ever to meet’ (ibid. 15).4
The prisoners were transferred
nsferred to Lamsdorf POW camp in
Upper Silesia, arriving
ing there on the 20 October 194
1941.
Borrie moved around somewhat.
mewhat. It was while he was at
Blechhammer that he received instructions to return to Stalag
344 where he was to take up a surgical appointment in
Lazarett-Lamsdorf.5 (Ibid.). It was there that he received this
postcard from Switzerland.
It is my conjecture that it was sent by someone who had
escaped and was letting him know that they were safe. The
message as best I can decipher.
This heavenly spot is now one mass of camellias,
mimosa, roses and flowering fruit trees – a ravishing
place quite ‘empty?’ despite Easter ---- - its lovely to
baste? away its scents and be lazy! How you’d love it! The earth is a ---- cocoa
colour and everything
rything flourishes – at night miles of twinkling lights from clustered
villages. A dream of beauty. Best in the world to you.
Borrie was repatriated in April 1945. For his devotion to duty he was awarded the M.B.E.
2

McClymont, W. G. (1959). To Greece. Wellington: War History Branch, Dept of Internal Affairs.
Borrie, John. 1975. Despite captivity. A Doctors life as prisoner of war. NZ:: Whitcoulls Limited.
4
Ibid. 15
5
Ibid. 183
3
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Stamps on Postcards
By Ian Cutter

I have a question about the placement of stamps on postcards.
Printed postcards usually carry an indication of the location for the stamp, and when they do
this it is invariably the top right hand corner.
Of course it is not uncommon to come across cards with the stamps placed differently. This
appears to be a rather random variation, except for one particular group.
It does seem that there was once a fashion for putting stamps on the picture side of the card,
particularly in the case of French cards from the early 1900’s.
I never knew whether this was a valid observation, or just a random result coming from a
small sample.
However, I recently came across a postcard from Beziers, in France. On the picture side
were two stamps, 5c and 10c. The card was addressed, rather quaintly I thought, to; 4
Garden Crescent, Hobart, Tasmanie, Oceanie. It was dated 11 August 1920.
The key part of the message reads “I shall be very pleased to exchange post-cards stamped
on the view side with you.”
So, perhaps I am not imagining it after all.
Does anybody know how widespread this practice was, geographically and in time?
Furthermore, one sometimes comes across stamps that appear to have been deliberately
placed close to the edge of the card, so that they fold over onto the other side. There may
have been aesthetic reasons for the stamp on the picture side, but this latter practice seems
to call for a different explanation.
Again, does anybody know?
It was initially forbidden to place the stamp on the picture side, but it was almost immediately
realised that this was contrary to UPU regulations. New Zealand Post Circular 1 June 1904
says, “Pending the issue of further regulations, post-cards, and printed matter in the form of
cards, are not to be taxed when they bear sufficient postage affixed in stamps on the back”.
(This meant the back being the picture side). The circular of 1 February 1906 states that
“For the present, stamps placed on the back of a letter addressed to any place beyond the
colony are to be recognised if observed. The surcharging of letters as insufficiently prepaid
if stamps are placed on the back is to be regarded as applying to inland matter only”.
The UPU took a fairly liberal view and the 1912 NZPO rule book has the following. “It is not
forbidden to attach postage-stamps to the reverse side of letters and post-cards, or
elsewhere than on the right-hand upper corner of the address side, but the public should not
be informed of this” (Jackson: 12 – 15).6
It seems that the NZPO wanted to discourage the placing of stamps on the picture side form
as early as 1906. But of course had to comply with UPU regulations so like all government
organisations, used spin to get what they wanted. Don’t tell anyone

6

Jackson, Alan. (1984). New Zealand Postcards – Rates and regulations to 1939. Auckland: Postal History
Society of New Zealand inc.
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Using the Internet to Assist Philatelic Research

Michael Barden
For a postal historian, rates and routes are part of every day business. When dealing with
one’s own country of knowledge, in my case Belgium, this usually does not present a
problem. Should it, I know to whom to turn. However, how do you go about finding
information for a host of other countries, where this information is unknown to me?
Currently I am assembling two collections, the first presents rates and routes problems, the
second ‘how do I find what’s out there to add to what I already possess?’
The first is a collection of covers containing the apparently non UPU sanctioned instructional
marking OAT or Onwards Air Transmission. These are principally of World War 2 origin.
They originate in all countries and their destinations are just as varied. Now Thomas Boyle
Jnr’s book Airmail Operations during World War II is very useful, but contains more data
pertinent to US operations than some others. It is good for many routes, but lacks much rate
information, which necessitates using another means of acquiring this information.
Google to the rescue! I searched for philatelic societies, which may have the required
expertise. The initial enquiry is to the listed Secretary with a general run down on what is
required and a request that he please pass this on to someone, who can assist me. These
have worked in all instances and sometimes led to two way flow of information, which is a
bonus, it being nice to repay the help received. The world has now become smaller for the
Brotherhood of Philatelists. Turkish rates remain the one stubborn area to crack. Ottoman
Empire is fine, but post 1918 is a desert.
Scanning competition results led me to member David Collyer, who has been most helpful
with French Colonial routes and pointed me to good book by Peter Wingent, Extracts from
the Air Ministry Civil Aviation Intelligence Summaries 1939-1945. This is an excellent
adjunct to Boyle. Suffice it to say I have managed to solve most of my unknown rates and
routes.
The second collection is Belgium’s International Trade Exhibitions, which covers the
period 1885 to 1958 on nine occasions. Due to the dearth of available material in Australia, I
have had to search overseas auctions and websites. While the basic philatelic material
associated with each Trade Exhibition, stamps, covers, Expo cancels etc is quite easy to
obtain, picture postcards of the earlier Fairs, especially 1897, are sometimes far harder to
flush out. An interesting observation is that often colour, black & white and sepia prints were
produced from one negative – they are all identical. Maybe that is the way to generate
products, which have a different selling price.
For the 1905 Exhibition in Liège, I recently bought the postcard (fig 1) shown on the next
page, which purports to show Liège that year. It neither shows the Expo area nor is it
accurate! The Pont de Fragnée bridge (fig 2) and from write ups has three arches. Can you
find a three arched bridge in fig 1? Google came to the rescue once again. This time I
Googled “Pont de Fragnée”, expecting that I may elicit replies in French as well as English
(not a problem). The Liège city website clearly showed a three arch bridge as well as where
it was - the confluence of the rivers Meuse and Ourthe had been altered for the 1905 Expo
gardens.
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Two picture postcards for sale in Wales also surfaced in my search, one contemporary, the
other from the 1950s probably, so I added both to my display as they were to be had for little
more than a song. It is the most beautiful bridge in Liège. It was built for the Exposition
Universelle of 1905, blown up by the Belgian army in WWII to slow down the speed of the
German advance and rebuilt exactly like the original after the war. This handsome bridge
remains today very much part of Liège and it still has three arches! QED.

1905 ppc to Berlin showing the Meuse at Liège, but no Pont de Fragnée – view North (fig 1)
posted in August with Liège Expo CDS

Pont de Fragnée in 1905 with some Expo buildings behind – view West (fig 2)
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As initially built, the Pont de Fragnée had statuary on each pedestal on the bridge piers, as
well as the trumpeting angels at the four corners of the bridge. Due to its damage during
World War 2 (fig 3 below), these are no longer present in fig 4, which I guess was a 1950s
photo.

The decorative lights have also
disappeared. However current
photos, shown on the internet (fig 5),
show clearly that these have been
restored since, as Liège again
became wealthier again and the
ravages of war receded.

Fig 3 – Destruction during WW2 view East

Statuary and decorative lighting missing – view East (fig 4)

Fully restored bridge – 2007 photo – view North (fig 5)

16

Lettercard Precursor?
By Tony Lyon
Early in 1941 a letter card was made available to the 2nd NZ Infantry Division (Startup: 1013).1 They appear to have been produced in Egypt as all the motifs are Egyptian or relate to
the Middle East. However, having said that, there is a one line notation which states the
following: ‘Issued with the best wishes of the people of New Zealand’. Startup writes that,
[t]hough no reference to the issue of these letter cards was found when reading through
the Daily and General Routine Orders of the time issued by the HQ 2 NZEF in the Middle
East, in Cairo, nor in the Postal Unit’s war diaries, my understanding is that these cards
were designed and printed in Cairo to the order of the NZ National Patriotic Fund
2
representative, for issue gratis through NZ Unit canteens and hospitals’ (ibid. 13)

Startup (ibid. 10)3 notes that there were at least three designs and in this article I will add a
fourth. I will send a copy to Robin Startup as he requested in his article.
I purchased one of these cards a number of years ago and didn’t think much about it until
contacted last year by Lionel Savins, from Sydney, asking me if I knew anything about this
type of letter card. Although these cards had obviously been produced for use in Egypt, and
that is where most of the cards are sent from, I was able to advise that Lionel’s card had
been used by the NZ forces in Greece. Very rare I would suggest. I recently purchased
three more.
As far has the illustrations are concerned the only clue are the initials ‘NCM’. Who was
NCM?
Earliest recorded usage thus
far dated 16 JA 41. It also
adds a fourth design on the
front.
Postmarked at BPO KW, the
MPO at that time was located
at Amyria

Card 1.

Front of letter card.

1

Startup, Robin. (2009). New Zealand Letter Cards, 1941. The Mail Coach. Vol. 46, No 1, Whole Number 363.
Auckland: Postal History Society of New Zealand.
2
Ibid. 13
3
Ibid. 10

17

Panel A: is
concealed inside
when folded.

Panel B is also
concealed inside
when folded

Panel C is the front
of the letter card

Panel D which is the
back flap

Card 1
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Sent by private at 2nd
NZGH on the 16
January 1941

This card is the fourth
type of design
recorded.

Card 1
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Card 2

Posted through NZ FPO 1, 11 FE 41. Front design of pyramid and Sphinx.
Address given as Base Pay Office 2 NZEF.

Card 2

Illustration on above card. This is on the reverse side of Panel A.

Card 3 Sent by a private at POW Camp No 1 2 NZEF. Posted through BPO
KW dated 28 FE 41.
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Card 3

Picture on inside panel A

Card 4 Same as Card 1. Sent by private with A Coy 20th Battalion and posted
through NZABPO 11 MR 41 This office was situated at Cairo, Sharia
Tira el Balagiya.
The other design
difference noted thus far
is in the soldier.
Card 1 No Cigarette

Card 2 Cigarette to right

Card 3
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Cigarette to left

AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Inc
ABN # 85 081 158 36
COUNCIL for the YEAR 2009-2010
President: John Young
Past President:
Vice-President: vacant
Honorary Secretary: Irene Kerry
HonoraryTreasurer: JohnSteward
HonoraryLibrarian: JohnYoung
“Australian Journal of Philately” Editor: Tony Lyon
Committee: Michael Barden, Tony Lyon
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
and
REPORT and STATEMENT of ACCOUNTS
for year ending 30 June 2010
NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held at the
RSL Homes, 152 Canterbury Road, Canterbury on Monday 16 August 2010 at 8pm, for the
transaction of the following business:
1

Apologies

2

Minutes of last Annual General Meeting held 17 August 2009

3

The President (or his nominee) will report on the year’s work of the Society

4

The Honorary Librarian’s Report and other reports will be presented

5

The report of the Honorary Treasurer on the Accounts will be read

6

To receive and adopt Accounts of the Society for year to 30 June 2011

7

Elections:
a)The following nominations for Officers of the Society have been received:

President: John Young; Vice-President – no nomination; Secretary Irene Kerry
There being no other nominations, the above-named will at the Annual General Meeting be
deemed to be elected.
b) The undermentioned Officers being eligible have offered themselves for
re-election and there being no further nominations, will at the Annual General Meeting be
deemed to be elected:
Honorary Treasurer - John Steward

Honorary Librarian – John Young

c) Following nominations for Members of Council have been received:
Michael Barden, Tony Lyon, and since no other nominations were received, said will be
deemed to be elected as Members of Council.
8

To appoint an Auditor in accordance with the Constitution.
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Any other business that may arise.
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New Zealand Postcard With Stamp on Picture Side
By Tony Lyon
An example of card with stamp on the picture side as shown on the opening page of an
exhibit I have.
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Tintaldra Post Office, Victoria
By John Young
Tintaldra is a distant village in north-east Victoria, positioned on the Murray River about 16 km
north of Corryong. Pastoral settlement came from Tumut and the Monaro district in NSW in
1837, two years after the first permanent occupation of Melbourne. About 25 years later
unemployed miners fanned out from the north-east alluvial gold diggings, looking for farm land.
A local pastoralist opened a rudimentary store at Tintaldra for passers-by, and in 1864 he
replaced it with a better building with a shingled, hipped roof and verandah. There was a river
punt, as the crossing led to Tumbarumba, Tumut and Kiandra.
The 1864 store still stands at Tintaldra, with additions to its front and side. Inside can still be
seen original columns, beams and some of the Murray Pine floor. A post office opened in the
store in 1867. Mail was carried weekly to Melbourne by horse-back, a three day journey until the
north-east railway came to Wodonga in 1873. There was also an inter-colonial customs house.
By the end of the century Tintaldra also had a hotel (still there), a blacksmith and a primary
school (1893), but Corryong had become the regional centre. Why?
Corryong was in the middle, not at the edge, of good dairying country. It had a dairy factory, was
closer to the Tallangatta railway terminus (1891), and had the court house, churches and local
pastoral society. But for that pattern of development, Tintaldra’s 1867 store might not have been
left undisturbed.
Behind the store there is also a brick bakery (1927), and both buildings are heritage-listed. The
store is notable for its intactness and fidelity to its original design. It has been kept in good trim
by the postmistress, Betty Walton, and her family. Betty is a most obliging tour guide and
souvenir postal date-stamper, and has written an engaging local history of Tintaldra. The use of
her history is gratefully acknowledged. The souvenir pictures below give something of the
flavour of Tintaldra on the Murray.
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Shepparton Philatelic Society Datestamp
By George Vearing
The Shepparton Philatelic Society held a Stamp Fair and Anniversary Dinner to celebrate its
40th Anniversary. The first meeting was held on March 17th 1970.
The Fair and the Dinner were held on Saturday 20th March 2010
A Commemorative Datestamp was produced to celebrate the occasion and had a fixed date
of 17 March 2010. The society produced a limited run of 500 covers and front and back of
one is pictured below. There was an overprinted miniature sheet which was the 2009
Christmas with the “Shepparton Philatelic Society and 40th Anniversary and Date” printed on
it. There was a run of 182 done of which numbers 101 to 140 were produced on cover with
the Commemorative Datestamp.
The Dinner that was on later that evening was a great success as many of the older
members came back for the occasion and were enthralled by the after-dinner talk by our
guest speaker Gary Watson from Prestige Philately
Due to the Commemorative Datestamp notice missing the March-April edition of the Stamp
Bulletin, they had to publish the details the “In Retrospect” section of the next edition and
they made a few glaring mistakes namely (1) it was never produced at Mooroopna and (2)
there was nothing in the article to say that a commemorative datestamp had been produced
to celebrate the Society’s Anniversary. At the present stage there are quite a number of the
covers left and anyone wishing to procure an example of the postmark has to write to the
secretary at Box 426 Mooroopna 3629 or can contact George Vearing on his email address
on page 2 of the APH journal The cost of the covers is $3 each plus P&H of $2 for up to 3
covers.
There were not many other covers done because of the mix up and this article should clarify
the reason behind this.
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King Albert’s Dilemma - a German Viewpoint
Michael Barden
The German version of the cartoon appeared in the Summer 2010 edition of The Belgiophile with a
request for a translation (my thanks to Richard Templeton for this). Leopold 1 (first Belgian king) appears
in the portrait on the left, while Antwerp is shown as a broken mirror.

Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg (1856-1921) became German Prime Minister in 1909. He was a moderate
conservative. However, after the assassination at Sarajevo he took a stronger line and urged Austria to act
decisively. He was behind the decision to invade Belgium and challenged Great Britain for declaring war. “How
could they justify going to war over a piece of paper?” (The 1839 Treaty of Vienna confirmed Belgium’s
independence from Holland, & guaranteed its neutrality - Britain was a signatory). Bethmann wished for a short
war and annexation of East Belgium, Luxemburg, and East France into Prussia and closer rations with Holland.
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Hand-Held Date Stamps
Co-ordinated by George Vearing
There has been nothing of interest that has turned up in the last 3 months other than the late
inclusion of the Shepparton Philatelic datestamp in the Philatelic Bulletin. Separate item in this
edition explains everything.
Thanks to Richard Peck, Ian Cutter and Tony Lyons for their contributions that keep this column
going.

N.S.W.:-MERRYLANDS

Also L, Earlier datestamps:-BOMADERRY (79/23) BURONGA
(95/28), MONA VALE (101/27) , TIBOOBURRA (72/27)
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N.S.W. –(cont.)

28

QLD:-Earlier datestamp:-ALBANY CREEK (101/25)

N.T.

TAS.

29

S.A.

VIC:- CHIRNSIDE PARK 4 The same also Earlier datestamp (101/29)

W.A.

30

What YOU can do to help
the Australian Philatelic Society
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Sign up a new member
Write an article for the Journal (Better still, write two!)
Send the Editor any interesting philatelic news
Come to the bi-monthly meeting if in Melbourne
Help George Vearing with his Datestamp Notes
Get involved in one of the Study Groups
Enter the Society Competitions
Volunteer to display your collection at the monthly meeting
Ensure the Council receives your feedback and suggestions
for the Society

Argyll Etkin
THE RARE AND UNUSUAL
turns an ’average’ collection into a Medal Winning
Collection!
We are stockists of the ‘Rare and Unusual’.
Contact us now — Enquiries always invited for —
Postal History, Postal Stationery, Fine Stamps and
related material.

♦

Is your name on our Register of Specialists?

♦

Argyll Etkin Limited
Leading Buyers- Recognised Valuers
The Argyll Etkin Gallery
27 Regent Street, Piccadilly Circus
London SW1Y 4UA, England
Phone: (020) 7437 7800

Fax: (020) 7434 1060

E-mail argyll.etkin@btconnect.com
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