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Editorial    

Another year is rapidly drawing to a close and another Journal 
is completed. The only problem with another year passing is 
the fact that we all grow another year older. But of course, 
hopefully we also grow wiser. 

The usual suspects have provided the bulk of the articles and 
we do thank them for their continued support. I have spent a 
few weeks working my way through all the filing cabinets trying 
to find new space. In the process I happened upon a couple of 
enquiries that do not appear to have made the light of day. I 
have included these in this issue. My apologies to those who 
sent them in, but sometimes things end up in strange places. 
What I can say is, the cupboard is now bare. We have no      
articles for the March 2012 Journal.  

Please consider writing an article, cover story or item of        
interest, because it is your journal and we all need to pull       
together. Although it is preferable for the articles to be typed, it 
is not everyone who has that skill, so a neatly hand written 
piece will work. That’s just to remind those older folk that they 
are not off the hook. I say this kindly. 

There are requests for information in this issue; if you have an 
answer, please let the editor know by email, letter or phone 
call, to enable the answer to be published.  

On another note, one of the sad realities of philately is the     
diminishing number of store front stamp dealers around. Every-
one has opted for the World Wide Web to run their businesses; 
and although it obviously makes sense, it is still sad that there 
is far less face to face contact. I was in New Zealand’s North 
Island in October and found it very hard to find a dealer       
anywhere. The Rugby was good though! 

The upside of course, is that the world is your stamp shop, on 
line and one can find items for your collection or display       
anywhere. Not good if one is not connected of course. 

Have a great and blessed Christmas and a excellent New Year.  

 

Ciao! Till next time. 

 

Privacy Statement 

The Society collects, uses, discloses and holds personal information of        
members in accordance with the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988. 

The Society collects personal information about a member in order to: 

 1. maintain a current membership list; 

 2. inform members about the Society’s activities; 

 3. publish details of members, with their consent, in the 
AJPH or other Society publications. 

Members’ personal information will be kept confidential and secure and will not 
be accessible for unauthorised use, amendment or disclosure.  Members mat 
seek access to and lodge any complaints about their personal information by 
contacting the Society’s Privacy Office, John Young. 

The Society will strive to ensure that the personal information of members is 
accurate, up to date and complete.  Members can assist the Society in this 
task by providing correct information and advising when details have changed.                    
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‘Tis the time to be thinking of Santa sacks, and the piece shown here is nearly that. It was sent by a
member of the British Commonwealth Occupation Forces from Kure, Japan. He addressed it to Corporal
M.J. Smith and it contained table cloths, doyleys and stockings. Were the stockings nylon or silk? Was
Corporal Smith a cross-dresser?

Corporal M.J. Smith it turns out was Joyce Smith, so all was in order.

The sack was made of sturdy cotton and measures 40cm x 23cm at its widest points. As it is a challenge
to satisfactorily mount it on an album page a pictorial representation in this journal is all that it will get.

The franking is 1 shilling and 6 pence. The year of posting is unclear, but if it was 1948 or early 1949 the
postage was 3 pence for registration and the balance was for a parcel weight of 3 to 5 pounds. There are
nice clear Aust. Army PO-215 backstamps, but the dates are blurred.

I hope that Joyce appreciated the stockings, whether or not for Christmas. Turning to the present I also
trust that your Christmas stocking is filled with nice, thoughtful things.

John Young

From the President



 

Christmas  
greetings to  

all our readers, 
as the troops, 
where're ye  

may be. 


